Long conservation organs in heart transplantation: postoperative results and long-term follow-up in fourteen patients.
Between 1988 and 1995, 14 heart transplantations were performed after a long preservation period (10 to 13 hours). The transplantation procedure (Shumway) was standard, and our results were achieved through the implementation of a very strict reperfusion technique that included low pressure and low cardiopulmonary bypass output for the first 10 minutes. Three patients died during the postoperative period, and the survival rate was 75% at 1 year and 71% at 5 years. The results obtained with hearts stored for such long periods are comparable to the results obtained with hearts stored for less than 4 hours.